
THEY BLAZED A PATHWAY TO THE MOON

"  N o w  T h a n  k

When NEWS BULLETIN f lashes  ac ross  the  te lev is ion  sc reen .  wha t  does  the  an-
nouncer ' s  vo ice  usua l l y  repor t?

the death of  a  famous person

a  m e d i c a l  m i r a c l e

an  emergency  o r  c r i s i s

a  space  exped i t i on

Contempora ry  even ts ,  a t  any  per iod  o f  h i s to ry ,  have  a lways  insp i red  some o f  ou r
f ines t  hymns  -  revea l ing  God 's  p resence  in  the  m ids t  o f  the  p resen t  ac t ion .  Can
you  t race  the  fo l l ow ing  hymns  to  some h is to r i ca l  even t?

W e  A l l  O u r  G o d "
" A  M i g h t y  F o r t r e s s  l s  O u r  G o d "
" O  B r o t h e r  M a n "

They Bluzed A Pothwoy To
crp lc t ra t ion  cvcn ts .  Read  the

The Moon is one of
t e x t  a n d  t h e n  p u t  t h e

the  newer  hymns  resu l t i ng  f rom the  con tempora ry  lunar
m a i n  i d e a  i n t o  v o u r  o w n  w o r d s  b e l o w :

Why not  devote one choi r  sess ion to a d iscussion of  how God's  act ion may be exper ienced through happenings
today? Let  each person br ing the f ront  page of  a newspaper and select  two or  three of  the major  headl ines to
discr :ss.  You may even want  to  c l imax your  sess ion as Vic tor ia  Saf fe l le  Johnson d id by express ing your  con-
c lus ions in  a poem which may be to music  and sung as a hymn.

Count  the sy l lab les in  your  own contemporary event  poem to d iscover  i ts  meter .  Before you chooseatune,
dcc idc thcse th ings:

Large-Patterned or Small-Patterned Tune? - Tunes based on large-patterns give a sense of stability
and use fewer s ta nzas (such as "  E l lacom be")  wh i le  smal l -pat terned hym ns pro ject  a  sense of  act iv i ty
(such as " lnnocents"  and "St .  Thomas." )

Duple or  Tr ip le Meter? -  Tunes in  duple t ime tend to have more d igni ty  and grandeur whi le  those
in t r ip le  seem to f low wi th more tenderness.  Do you know what  duple and t r ip le  mean?

What  His tor ica l  Type of  Tune? -  Which of  the three genera l  types of  h is tor ica l  sources for  your
text  wi l l  best  carry  i ts  meaning:  A Gregor ian tune -  A Chorale or  Psalm Tune -  or  a tune wr i t ten
s ince the Reformat ion chosen f rom the wide range avai lab le?

And even af ter  making these decis ions you must  " t ry  on"  your  words to be cer ta in the tune in tensi f ies the
gencra l  sp i r i t  and mood of  the hymn as i ts  progress ive thoughts work through each stanza toward a c l imax.

Reread They Blazed A Pothway To The Moon to determine how Victoria Johnson solved each of the above
problems.  Check the progress ive thoughts of  her  words against  the in terpretat ion of  the words you wrote
above to see i f  you "caught"  her  t remendous meaning:

How could we go awly from God?
To Him no ploce is for,
For God, who mode this world of ours,
Mode oll the worlds thot are,
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